DEIFICATION OF ANCESTORS
" 13 " on their cars ; hotels avoid it on the doors of their bedrooms; and recently the owner of a house in Hornsey petitioned the borough council for permission to alter the number from "13" to-"lla." The stalwart opponents of superstition refused his request.
As already remarked, there are in rituals no inventions, only survivals ; and all the material apparatus of the religions of the world has its origin in the lower culture, from bells, whose primitive purpose was to drive away evil spirits, to sacraments, which had their beginnings in sympathetic magic. The craving after, and dependence upon, symbols, is universal; the lower the intelligence the more does it derive help from the tangible. This is not to deny its utility. Human nature being what it is, there is force in the remark that " a good dose of materialism may be necessary for religion that we may not starve the world." 67
67 Professor Butcher's Harvard Lectures, p. 67. Quoted from article by Dr^^ehecjiter, Jewish Quarterly t 1904.